
1952 
A decade that began with a large tribe of Rowland�s, ended with smaller clans consisting of Haines, Perts and Bosley�s. A decade of under prepared 
pitches, single figure batting averages and lower bowling averages. Hardly the gentleman�s game of the Edwardian era, but there was a more gentle, 
naïve even, nature to the cricket. Compared that is, to the confrontational nature of the game now. A lot quieter too, no shouts back then of well bowled 
coming from the wicketkeeper as the batsmen taps another half volley back to the bowler. The pampered era of the modern club batsmen just couldn�t 
be visualised by this shell shocked generation of post war cricketers. In this year, Challow averaged 66 runs per innings, our opponents � 66 runs. A 
cigarette paper for the journalists, or two decimal places for the mathematicians. Whichever way you looked at it, the margin between defeat and 
victory often just a few runs. The runs per over a grim indicator of the intensity of it all, one game saw a total of 57 runs in the match and 39 overs 
bowled. Dour stuff and yet a relaxed approach that saw most matches starting nearly 30 minutes later than scheduled. A decade where the home 
wickets were sometimes prepared after dark (this might explain the low scores!) and proper changing facilities never existed. A cold water tap 
considered something of a luxury.  

1952 Batting Averages 
Name  Mch Inn N O Runs H S Av 
B.Rowland 18 18 3 227 46 15.13 
J.Simpson 21 21 3 260 53* 14.44 
R.Pike  23 23 0 191 37 8.30 
L.Meers 23 21 0 125 27 5.95 

1952 Bowling Averages 
Name  Mch Ov Mdn Wkts Runs Best Av 
D.Rowland 12 117 33 51 225 8--13 4.41 
M.Rowland 11 52 11 26 121 7--12 4.65 
B.Rowland 18 164 49 63 299 7--9 4.75 
L.Meers 23 145 26 54 469 8--33 8.69 

Coaches were hired for some games and my Uncle Bert posted £5 for the first player to score a fifty. A huge amount back then, but he wasn�t as 
reckless as you may think. 50 was a competitive score for the team to score, a half century probably related to a batsman scoring at least 150 now.  Bert 
Rowland was on 49 and seeing £5 in his back pocket and two weeks free boozing just a single run away. Uncle Bert had other ideas, conveniently 
umpiring at the time, he sent the unlucky  Rowland packing L.B.W and saved himself a fiver. Naturally enough, the first player to win the £5 was 
Aubrey Haines. He did it against Hungerford and and even then he was dropped seven times! Umpires had a much more avuncular nature it seemed. 
Harry Bennett turned down several confident appeals against a number 11 batsman. Feeling that someone of his wretched ability would be bowled 
soon enough. And with an hour to go, time enough for Challow to clinch a comfortable win. 60 minutes later, 8 emphatic appeals and the game ended 
in a draw. A few weeks later, maybe to redress his earlier benevolence, Harry Bennett gave Ian Lomax out L.B.W. Nothing special about that you 
might think, except that he was a county player and considered something of a God in the company of mere rural mortals. This considered opinion was 
his own of course, so most of us would probably think that being sawn off by a provincial umpire, had a natural justice about it somehow.  This same 
player turned up one afternoon and felt it appropriate to bat in his brand new Oxford brogues. Proceeded to score fifty and spent the rest of the 
afternoon polishing them.  
Highlights included Dennis Rowland�s 8 for 13 and Bert Rowland�s took 63 wickets and topped the batting averages.   
 
 
 
 



1952 Match Review 
 
Date  Opposition  Result   Score  Opp   B/Batting  B/ Bowling  
19-May Milton   lost  51-10  91-10  B.Rowland 20 B.Rowland  3-8 
24-May Stanton Harcourt lost  48-10  54-10  B.Rowland 15 L.Meers 4-20   
1-Jun  East Garston  won  72-10  54-10  B.Rowland 20 B.Rowland 7-16   
7-Jun  Ellendune  won  75-10  35-10  J.Simpson 18 L.Meers 6-17   
14-Jun  Clanfield  lost  24-10  67-10  B.Rowland 11 L.Meers 8-33   
15-Jun  Denchworth  won  107-4  52-10  B.Rowland 46 B.Rowland 5-22   
21-Jun  Long Wittenham lost  36-10  126-10  R.Pike  10 L.Meers 3-32   
22-Jun  Denchworth  lost  49-10  57-10  J.Simpson 12 D.Rowland 6-26 
29-Jun  Hampstead Norris lost  73-10  167-10  H.Betteridge 22 B.Rowland 6-38 
05-Jul  Stanton Harcourt won  106-8  31-10  J.Simpson 53* D.Rowland 6-13 
06-Jul  Inholmes  drew  90--2  109--9  B.Rowland 39* B.Rowland 5-30 
12-Jul  Hanney  lost  26-10  64-10  M.Harding 12 B.Rowland 5-21 
13-Jul  Long Wittenham lost  49-10  90-10  B.Rowland 20 L.Meers 6-19  
19-Jul  Abingdon B. L  won  47-10  11-10  K.Rowland 25 K.Rowland 5-5 
20-Jul  East Garston  lost  21-10  43-10  J.Green 6 D.Rowland 6-13   
26-Jul  Clanfield  lost  13-10  109-7  B.Culley 3 B.Rowland 3-22   
02-Aug Challow B. L   won  119-10  27-10  J.Simpson 41 J.Green 3-4   
03-Aug Swindon B.Rail lost  59  94-10  R.Pike  37 M.Rowland 6-33   
04-Aug East Garston  lost  44-10  50-10  R.Pike  20 D.Rowland 8-13   
10-Aug Southern Electric won  86-7  47-10  J.Simpson 31* D.Rowland 6-19 
17-Aug Buckland  lost  50-10  62-10  L.Meers 13 A.Lines 4-15   
24-Aug East Garston  won  63-10  48-10  A.Lines 18 B.Rowland 5-22   
30-Aug Abingdon B.L won  79-9  77-9  L.Meers 27 M.Rowland 5-41   
07-Sep  Milton   lost  35-10  40-10  L.Meers 12 M.Rowland 7-12   
14-Sep  Hampsted Norris won  55-3  32-10  B.Rowland 23* B.Rowland 7-9  
 
 
 
 
 
 



1953 
A much improved season compared the previous one, only 3 games lost and 1 draw. This solitary draw an obvious indicator as to the impulsive nature 
of the wickets. A noteworthy season for another reason, indeed an appropriate time to mention an individual here. A famous year, notable for the debut 
of one of the clubs true heroes. Longest serving member by several years, champion batsman and the clubs leading wicket taker. Aubrey Haines made 
his first appearance at the tender age of 15 on June the 20th  of this year. He scored 4 runs and bowled one over for one run and took one wicket. A 
modest start to a career that ended some 32 years later. He finished the season with best bowling figures of 7-26 and figured in the batting averages as 
well, took 5 wickets in an innings 5 times. On the 17th  of July,  he top scored with 25 and took 6 wickets, it�s a tough game for some people, but not 
Aubrey evidently!  

1953 Batting Averages 
Name  Mch Inn N O Runs H S Av 
A.Lines 12 11 6 186 29* 37.20 
J.Simpson 9 7 2 142 50 28.40 
A.Haines 12 11 3 101 25 12.63 
T.McGregor 21 18 2 166 32 10.38 
R.Pike  17 16 2 126 28 9.00 

1954 Bowling Averages 
Name  Mch Ov Mdn Wkts Runs Best Av 
D.Wise  21 210 61 78 349 6--15 4.47 
A.Haines 22 201 51 75 411 7--16 5.48 
B.Rowland 9 105 32 30 170 5--19 5.67 

But much more from Aubrey later. I found a pointer of the sedate nature of the travel arrangements back then. On a slip of paper in that seasons score 
book, a team sheet and the instructions below. East Hendred away, 2.30 start, leave the Goodlake at 2.15 sharp! It was always a 2.30 start, inevitably 
most games never got underway until 2.50 at the earliest. Perhaps this was an inbuilt defence mechanism to help the games last a little longer, an 
illusion of course. And another little local difficulty for anyone compiling averages and match summaries. When chasing a low score, it wasn�t 
uncommon for the side batting second to bat on after passing their opponents score. Never any indication in the book of course as to when the game 
actually ended. For the sake of convenience, whenever this situation arose, I have made the second innings the first. This corner cutting operation may 
be considered a sacrilege by the purists and I apologise now.  
Of those playing this year, Tony McGregor, a fine centre half for Wantage and a decent cricketer. Aubrey himself, Oxford City and Wantage, his 
football neat and tidy, just like his cricket. We had our own Dennis Wise, unlike the ex Wimbledon and Chelsea crackpot, no behavioural problems. 
Just a steady bowler who took nearly 200 wickets in 74 games over 7 seasons. Only one Rowland features, best bowling figures of 8-11against 
Ellendune for Michael Rowland.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1953 Match Review 
 

Date  Opposition  Result   Score   Opp   B/Batting  B/Bowling    
5 Jun  Wantage  Abandoned   58     A.Haines 7-26   
7 Jun  Ellendune  Won   107--8  27-10  J.Simpson 50 M.Rowland 8-11   
14 Jun  East Garstion  Abandoned 36--1  55-10  T.McGregor 14* A.Lines 6-18   
20Jun  Wantage Y.C  Won  63-10  21-10  R.Pike  28 A.Reid  3-2   
21Jun  Inholmes  Abandoned   29-3     D.Wise 2-14   
27Jun  Buckland  Won  38-10  33-10  A.Lines 11* D.Wise 5-13   
28 Jun  Alan Lines X1 Won   73-10  52-10  H.Betterige 22 D.Wise 6-17 
5Jul  Denchworth  Won   124-10  30-10  D.Rowland 43 K.Rowland 5-13 
11Jul  East Hendred  Lost  51-10  57-10  R.Pike  13 K.Rowland 6-14 
17Jul  Alan Lines X1 Won   58-10  38-10  A.Haines 25 A.Haines 6-10   
18Jul  Faringdon  Won   41-10  19-10  A.Reid  9 M.Rowland 7-6 
19Jul  East Garston  Won   68-9  37-10  A.Lines 27* A.Reid  6-19   
26Jul  Abingdon B.L Won   58-5  43-10  T.McGregor 17 M.Rowland 5-18 
1Aug  East Hendred  Lost   59-10  78-10  A.Reid  17 A.Haines 6-27   
2Aug  Swindon B.R  Lost  47-10  78-10  J.Simpson 16 M.Rowland 4-40 
3Aug  East Garston  Won   55-10  34-10  A.Reid  19* D.Wise 4-2   
5Aug  East Garston  Drawn  65--9  105-10  A.Lines 22* A.Reid  5-37   
9Aug  Buckland  Won   125--4  70-10  J.Simpson 44* T.McGregor 5-23   
15Aug  Wantage  Won   103-5  100-9  T.McGregor 32 A.Lines 4-40   
22Aug  Ellendune  Won   60-8  20-10  T.McGregor 28* A.Reid  6-12   
30Aug  Wantage Y.C  Won   85-7  19-10  H.Richens 18 D.Wise 6-5  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1954 
My cousin Danny Vandervell’s debut season and this gives me a nice lead into the story about my Uncle Titch (Danny’s dad). Local cricket worked 
something like conscription or national service in those days. Any village man under the age of 50 would get the call to play when numbers were tight. 
His one and only game ended in a concussion and immediate retirement from the game. No cricketer at all, he had to bat on a flier and sure enough he 
was hit smack on the temple. Most people would have took that ball somewhere between the solar plexus and the shoulder. But as befits a stable lad 
(short even by their standards) he copped it. He turned slowly around three times, before slipping into unconsciousness. History has a habit of repeating 
itself, in 1974 Danny copped one when he was playing for Goring against us. Although not rendered unconscious, he had a fat lip for a fortnight. 
Aubrey split his eyebrow later on in the year. Rushed to Wantage hospital where a casualty service still operated. (halcyon days!!!) Unfortunately the 
nurse was not only Scottish, but Presbyterian too. Upset by the fact that Aubrey was playing cricket on the Lord’s day she proceeded to berate this 
heinous sin as she stitched him up. Relentlessly telling him the error of his ways, you know the line, the wages of sin, you’ll burn in hell ect, ect, ect. 
Despite the fearful bollocking, our injured player had his pads back on within half an hour. We can all guess what happened next, three balls into 
resuming his innings, Aubrey got smacked in the same place.  
The earlier encounter with the nursing profession had a profound effect, Aubrey declined the offer of a lift back to the casualty department. Preferring a 
cricket ball in the face to a mad Scotswoman with a long needle … and who could blame him.    

1954 Batting Averages 
Name  Mch Inn N O Runs H S Av 
A.Haines 22 22 2 317 50     15.85 
J.Simpson 12 11 1 103 34*   10.30 
D.Vandervell 17 16 0 140 32 8.75 
T.McGregor 23 23 0 179 28 7.78 

1954 Bowling Averages 
Name  Mch Ov Mdn Wkts Runs Best Av 
D.Wise  21 210 61 78 349 6--15 4.47 
A.Haines 22 201 51 75 411 7--16 5.48 
B.Rowland 9 105 32 30 170 5--19 5.67 

 
If you look closely at the team photo, you’ll notice Phil Lestor smiling away as proud as punch. Placed discreetly in the back row because he had green 
trousers on! Aubrey, now in his seventeenth year, bowled 200 overs, took 75 wickets and topped the batting averages. This season started the same day 
Roger Bannister broke the 4 minute mile. Before the race he dined on roast beef, Yorkshire pudding and potatoes. Dieticians – who needs them? 
The season ended with the death of the esteemed sportswriter Grantland Rice. His immortal verse went something like this, ‘When the Great Scorer 
comes/ To mark against your name,/ He'll write not 'won' or 'lost,'/ But how you played the game.’ Noble sentiment indeed, but do we agree with it? 
Answers on a postcard please. 
 


